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Informing Public Policy
New Agendas for Social Research

Social research is playing an increasingly important role in policy making. Research on issues
such as social exclusion, pensions, the minimum wage, welfare and benefits, social capital and
climate change has shaped the policy agenda. Yet according to a recent report compiled by

the British Academy, the full value of the social sciences has not been fully realised by public
policy makers. This conference examines the evolving relationship between social research and
policy through both key-note presentations and panel-discussions. It offers a superb opportunity
for academics and policy makers to forge contacts and identify future challenges and future
opportunities for policy-relevant social research.

The two-day programme includes speakers who will consider these issues from a wide-ranging
perspective, including former and current senior civil servants, leading academics, high-profile
think tank researchers, and consultants. Questions considered include:

Q: How has the relationship between social research and public policy evolved?
How successfully has social research influenced policy making?
How can we adapt to meet the needs of policy makers in a changing political landscape?
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Where do we go from here? What are the challenges that lay ahead?

In addition to key-note speakers there will be six parallel sessions focused on the following
substantive areas, mapping out new agendas for research that informs public policy:

e Crime and justice « Families and young people
* Health and ageing ¢ Methods and data
¢ Social and political engagement « Welfare and work

Who should attend?

Informing Public Policy: New Agendas for Social Research
is an essential event for anybody interested in the role
of social research in public policy including:

» Social researchers

e Policy makers

e Academics

 Civil servants

¢ Think tank researchers

« Consultants ‘

Book online at
www.natcen.ac.uk/conference

Enquiries: 0845 130 2038 - ' .



Day One: Thursday 23 April

DAY 1 MORNING
& Registration, refreshments
and networking

&  Welcome

SESSION ONE: Social research and social
policy: framing the key questions.

This session will take an historical and
contemporary perspective on the evolving
interrelations between social research and
public policy.

€ 100 years of Social Research.

A short and illustrated history from the

Webbs to the present, highlighting key
developments in the evolution of social
research contributing to the betterment
of society.

% What are the needs of the policy
process? From evaluation to new
public management to evidence based
policy making, what questions have
been asked of social researchers?
Were these the right questions and how
successfully has research informed the
policy process?

& Refreshments

& The nature of evidence.
What constitutes evidence and how do
methodological choices constrain evidence
making? Issues include basic and applied
research, evaluation, the analysis of
outcomes and process, cross-sectional
versus longitudinal designs, logics of
inference and generalisation in qualitative
and quantitative research, and explanation/
modelling versus interpretation/description.

DAY 1 AFTERNOON

€ Lunch

€ Who is influencing policy and why?
Reflections on who is successful and
why, and whether it is a good thing that
partisan views tend to get more play than
independent research.

€ Refreshments

SESSION TWO: Thematic discussions

& Delegates attend a session on one

of the following: Health and ageing;
Welfare and work; Social and political
engagement; Methods and data; Crime
and justice; Families and young people.

& Issues include good practice (where

research has informed public policy),
barriers (why research fails to influence
policy, and whether there are diverging
needs and pragmatics), and experiences
at the ‘coal-face’ of the policy-research
interface.

DAY 1 EVENING
SESSION THREE:
Conference dinner

The conference dinner on Thursday

23 April features a three course meal with
wine, followed by a conference speech.
The conference dinner costs an additional
£60+VAT. Places are limited so please book
early if you want to join us for dinner.



Delegate rates

Standard delegate

Early bird
(until 31 December)

Standard
(from 1 January)

£235+VAT

£295+VAT

Student, unwaged, retired, voluntary sector

£235+VAT

£235+VAT

The delegate rates include access to all sessions on both
Thursday 23 and Friday 24 April,
all refreshments and lunch

DAY 2 MORNING

S

% Refreshments and networking

SESSION FOUR:
Social Research in the 21st Century
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Future developments in quantitative

and qualitative research.

How will social research evolve over the
next decade, and what are the opportunities
and challenges for both social surveys and
qualitative research? What are the needs

of policy makers and how might academics
improve both their methodologies and the

quality of their evidence base.

& Refreshments

SESSION FIVE: Thematic discussions
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Delegates attend a session on one of
the following: Health and ageing; Welfare
and work; Social and political engagement;
Methods and data; Crime and justice;

Families and young people.

Issues include where we go from here, how
to meet the challenges of policy needs, and
what are the most exciting research agendas.

Day Two: Friday 24 April

on both days.

DAY 2 AFTERNOON
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SESSION SIX:

Foresight: where do we go from here?
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% Panel discussion where delegates

re-convene to co

nsider future

challenges and opportunities.
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How can social scientific research be

more useful to policy makers? Should
policy makers take a more realistic
and long-term perspective on social

research?

of policy making
brought closer to

a
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How can the pragmatic arrangements
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www.natcen.ac.uk/conference
for updated information.








